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Beavers of the Past 

Castoroides Paleocastor 



Beavers of Today 
 

Castor fiber 

(Eurasian) 

 

Castor canadensis 

(North American) 



Castor canadensis - Historic range (circa 1500) 



First Peoples & Beavers 







bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ōŜŀǾŜǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

Before European contact Circa 1900 





How did we manage to kill off so many beavers  
in such a short time? 



¢ƘŜ ǊǳǎƘ ŦƻǊ άōǊƻǿƴ ƎƻƭŘέ 



Average annual harvest of 
beaver pelts in North 
America (by decade)  

 

 

 

 

 

From: Furbearer Harvests in North 
America, 1600-1984 by Novak et al. 
(Ontario Trappers Association, 1987) 



ά!ǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ 
destruction of the beaver no 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄƛǎǘΦέ 

ς Horace T. Martin,  

author of Castorologia (1892) 
 



Average annual harvest of 
beaver pelts in North 
America (by decade)  













37 million years of beaver history: 
What does this mean to us today? 



bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎ 
were originally engineered by beavers. 



Eliminating beavers hurt ecosystems and species 
throughout North America. 



²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ know, we ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ 



Human-beaver conflicts are mostly disputes about 
territorial ownership and use. 


