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37 MILLION YEARS & COUNTING:

A SHORT HISTORY BEAVERS
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Beavers of the Past

Castoroides

Paleocastor

The corkscrew burrows are

most visible during the late
afternoon. This 1955 photograph
shows several burrow locations
on the cliff face.




Beavers of Today

Castor fiber
(Eurasian)

Castorcanadensis
(North American)




Castor canadensiddistoric range (circa 1500)




First Peoples & Beavers
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How did we manage to kill off so many beavers
In such a short time?

. Current
beaver range

o Historical
trading post

Historical
commercial
trapping areas

n Primary
Secondary

Tertiary
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1671-1763

1600-1670

Average annual harvest of
beaver pelts in North
(by decade)

(Ontario Trappers Association, 1987)

From:Furbearer Harvests in North
America, 160a1984by Novak et al.
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CANADIAN BEAVER.

¢ HoraceT. Martin,
author of Castorologig1892)
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37 million years of beavairstory:
What does this mean to us today?
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were originally engineered lpeavers.




Eliminating beavers hurt ecosysteamsl species
throughout NorthAmerica.
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Humanbeaverconflicts aranostly disputes about
territorial ownership and use.



