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Miistakis Institute

The Miistakis Institute is a non-profit, charitable,
applied research institute affiliated with Mount
Royal University in Calgary, Alberta, Canada

Our goal — a world where communities have
genuine access to the science and research
they need to make choices that promote
healthy landscapes

Our work — make innovative research accessible
to communities and decision makers
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Perceptions and Attitudes
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Survey Purpose and Objective

» Determine Albertans level of knowledge and
perceptions about beavers, their habitat and
management in Alberta

* |Inform beaver management in Alberta by
assessing knowledge gaps

» Creation of targeted awareness materials to
encourage coexistence
— Factsheet
— Hands-on workshops
— Informative videos
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Methods

* Design
e Literature review

* Distribution
— Alberta wide, rural landowners

* Delivery

— Online via SurveyMonkey, hardcopy optional
* Analysis

— Quantitative and qualitative
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Survey Response

« Survey open for 8 weeks

* 639 useable surveys received (all on-line)

— Assuming a target survey number of 385, we
can be 95% certain that the results are
accurate within (plus or minus) 5%.

— Response rate varied for each question,
therefore some questions may have varying
statistical validity.

— There were 303 complete responses (every
guestion answered).
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Survey Response — across Alberta

[ Municipal District/ Country
with survey responses
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Top 5 Findings— Support for Coexistence

1.There Is support for coexistence with
beavers in Alberta
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Top 5 Findings— Support for Coexistence
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Top 5 Findings — Damages

2. There Is a clear need to address damage
caused by beavers
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Top 5 Findings — Damages
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Top 5 Findings — Damages
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Top 5 Findings— Benefits

3. Benefits are being realized but there Is
need for more information regarding the
benefits afforded by beavers
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Top 5 Findings— Benefits
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Top 5 Findings— Benefits
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Top 5 Findings— Beaver Management

4. There Is a need for better understanding
of the roles and responsibilities of beaver
management
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Top 5 Findings— Beaver Management
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Top 5 Findings— Beaver Management
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Top 5 Findings— Enhanced Education

5. There Is desire for enhanced education on
the ecology of beavers, including their
Impacts on fish species and habitat, and
coexistence methods
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Top 5 Findings— Enhanced Education
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Top 5 Findings— Enhanced Education
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Perceptions About Beavers

Albertans expressed
a range of feelings
towards beavers

In the ‘Alberta Beaver Survey: Assessing Knowledge and Perceptions about Beavers', Albertans expressed a range
of feelings towards beavers

Extremely

“l coexist with the beavers just fine and if there is occasional issue Like

then | just deal with that, like road flooded ete. | like the benefits

that come with them, and just like everything in life nothing is all

good but the concerns | get over time are limited. They are im-
portant part of ecosystem and function” 43.0%

“The underlying problem however is, a historical atti-
tude toward the critter (kill them all). That is by far

the biggest road block to harmoniows co-existence.™

“Where is the | have received nothing but

damage’ [category]...| am sure, there are no

benefits"

“In dry years, they can be our only source of livestock

water. they certainly help to keep riparian groundwa-

ter levels higher. they can be a problem around farm-

Extremely -
Dislike
Dislike

steads and shelterbelts by cuthing trees.”

“The benefits are shared, so costs of dealing

with problems should be as well.”
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Next Steps

Report will be available online by end of
December

Create recommendations for awareness
NEEHELS

Refine topics covered for future work
iIncuding:

— webinars

— In-person workshops

— Symposiums

Further analysis

Miistakis

Innovative Research. Engaged Communities. Healthy Landscapes. V“m Institute



Partnhers
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Thank you to our funders!

e CALGARY
FOUNDATION

Friends of the
! Environment
Foundation
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