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Driving and Wildlife safetY
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In a case of wildlife vs
vehide, wildliJe is onthe
losing end, but in some
cases injuries and even
death result for those in
the vehicle.

According to Office
of Traffic Safety Alberta
Transportation In 2008,
about 10 per cent of re-
ported vehicle collisions
involved aniinals, most-
lv wildlife, and resulted
iir +la i4uries and nine
fatalities.

Some species are
more active it dawn and
duslg especially deeD elk
and moose during the
mating season, such as
the fa l l  and winter
months.

Driving visibil i ty
mavbereduced andtraf-
fic volume can be high
auri"g ihis sum" tiri"
period.

In the past five years,
about one-third of colli'
sions involving animals
occurred between 7 and
ll p.m.'High*uy's 

such as
Highway 3 can have a

harmful effect on wild-
life populations, as well
as pose a safety issue for
peop le  d r i v i ng  t he
roads.

In terms of wildlife,
the highway may limit
wildlife movemenU re-
duce useable habitat or
cause wildlife death due
to collision with vehi-
cles.

According to the
website Roadwatdr, the
mortality data from
areas such as the Pass
indicates that approxi-
mately 200 iarge mam-
mals ire killed ii vehicle
collisions a year.

That is probably a
low estimati, as it only
includes animals that
were picked up bY Al-
berta Transportation or
Alberta Fish and Wild-
life.

"Ifs verypredictable,
the increase in wildlife
fatalities always seems
to occur this time ol
year," said Paul Oss,
communications advisor
for Alberta Transporta-
tion.

According to Region-
al Traffic Safefv Coordi-

nator. Kevin Brandvold
a lot of these collisions
could be avoided if peo-
ple just paid better atten-
tion to their surround-
ings.

"Don t get me wrong
there are situations
where even if vou are
paying attentiol these
iciiaer,ts will happerl
but a lot of it is people
not observing speed lim-
its and not paying atten-
tion to what is going on
around them," said
Brandvold.

"But fall is mating
seasory add to that hunt-
ers have a lot of the wild-
life onthe move, so there
tends tobe more wildlife
on our roadways this
time of year. Sd people
need to really pay atten-
tion this time of year."

"This trend will prob-
ably continue until mid
to late Decembeq, so peo-
ple need to be aware and
iake precautions when
they drive through areas
where wildlife is known
to be." said Brandvold.

Here are quick tips
for avoiding collisions
withwildlife.

.Pay at tent ion to

wildlife warning signs
and adjust your speed
accordingly.

.Reduce speed at
dawn or dusk, especially
on unf amiliar rural roads
near watbr or lined with
trees.

oSlow down in a
curve/ when reaching
the crest of a hill or in
w i l d l i f  e -popu la ted
areas.

.Use h igh beams
wheneve r  poss ib le .
Deer's eyes will glow
when they catch light
but larger animals such
as moose may not be as
easv to see.

-".Remember that, at
night, lights from on-
coming traffic make it
dfficultto see an animal
on the road.

rlmprove visibil i tv
by keeping the vehicle;s
windshield and head-
lights dean.

There are a number
of precautions to take if
you see wildlife on the
roao.

.Look for more than
one animal - some sPe-
cies travel in groups,

.Brake firmly if an

animal is in the vehicle's
path but avoid swerv-
i.g.

However, if a large
animai such as a moose
is in your path and you
cannot stop in time con-
sider swerving in a safe
direction.

A coll ision with a
moose, whidr canweigh
up to 500 ke (1,200 lbs)
represents a-high risk of
injury or death to motor-
ists and passengers.

rHonk in a series of
short bursts to encour-
age animals to move out
of theway.

lf you are involved in
an animal collision:

.rePort collisions to
your insurance comPany
and police service;

rcontact the nearest
Sustainable Resouce De-
velopment office in cases
where an animal is iniued
or po6es a threat to public
safety (dial 3104000 for
nearestofie);and

.call the nearest re-
gional Transportation
of f ice at  310-0000 to
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